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Emerging Dirocions in Global Eucation




Press Release

Smt. Sheila Dikshit, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Delhi inaugurates EDGE 2009
· Dr. Montek Singh Ahluwalia is the EDGE Education Personality of 2009 –

· The 3 day forum to focus on Transforming Educational Institutions for Global Opportunities –

New Delhi, February 10, 2009: Smt. Sheila Dikshit, Hon’ble Chief Minister of National Capital Territory of Delhi, inaugurated the three-day conference of EDGE 2009 being held at the India Habitat centre from 9 – 11 February 2009. The theme of the conference is ‘Transforming Educational Institutions for Global Opportunities’.

In her inaugural address, Hon. Chief Minister, urged the “outstanding” experts in varied fields in India to bridge the gap between the deliberations, studies and researches going on in universities, laboratories and board rooms and the practical issues and problems in the society.

Addressing the participants as outstanding people in educational field, she suggested them to share their studies, expertise with the society. “Whatever you do need to come out of universities and board rooms to deal with practical problems in the society,” Hon. Dikshit said adding that India had huge pool of knowledge, but what is needed with that was management skills.

Referring to the large number of population in India, Hon. Dikshit said the challenge before us was how to reach higher education to such a large number of people. Citing the Singapore’s example in education field, she asked as a large and democratic country, can we reach to the status of Singapore, which is a small country.  We need to reach to that level fast, but the problem in India is it takes long time for things to change due to old systems. We are slow and behind the times and to overcome that is a challenge. Another challenge is to how to bring balance between those who do not have anything and those who have too much, not knowing what to do with it.

President of National University of Singapore, Prof. Tan Chorh Chuan, said globalization has created interesting opportunities in the higher education field. But the challenge was how could we better prepare our graduates to function in globalised world.

Dr. K.Kasturirangan, MP, and Chairman, Vision Group of EDGE, welcomed the guests and Dr. H.S.Ballal, pro vice chancellor of Manipal University, proposed vote of thanks. Vice chancellor of IGNOU, Prof. Rajshekharan Pillai, also spoke on the occasion.
This year, the prestigious EDGE Education Personality award was conferred upon Dr. Montek Singh Ahluwalia, Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission at the EDGE forum. For the first time, a Young EDGE Education Award, which recognizes eminent and accomplished individuals in the field of education, was conferred upon Dr. Vidya Yeravdekar, Principal Director, Symbiosis Society.

During the special Award Night, Padma awardees that have made a significant contribution to the field of education were also felicitated. The Awards function took place after the formal inauguration of the EDGE 2009 Conference by Smt. Sheila Dikshit, Chief Minister of Delhi.

Four research reports – NIAS-EDGE report, Institute of International Education report, Ernst and Young report and MARCH faulty recruitment and retention survey report- were released during the inaugural function. The conference will continue till February 11.
EDGE Forum:

The EDGE Forum was constituted under the leadership of Dr. K. Kasturirangan, Former Chairman, ISRO and presently Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha) & Director, NIAS. Several leading Indian and International Progressive Institutions and Universities came together particularly to address the questions of improving the quality of Higher Education in several dimensions like education governance, human resource, cutting-edge technologies, and above all best practices. EDGE 2008 was the maiden event organized focusing on Internationalisation of Higher Education. The Event brought together about 350 delegates comprising VCs, Deans, Directors, Principals, Registrars, CEOs, CFOs & CIOs of forward looking Institutions as well as representatives of Industries like Finance, IT, Publishing, Policy makers from the Central and State Governments, International Education Missions and Scientific Fraternity.

For more information, log on to www.edgeforum.in or email info@edgeforum.in
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