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Emerging Dirocions in Global Eucation





Press Release
For Immediate Publication

Dr. Montek Singh Ahluwalia is the EDGE Education Personality of 2009
The award was conferred at the EDGE 2009 Forum, at India Habitat Centre on 9th Feb 2009

The forum to focus on Transforming Educational Institutions for Global Opportunities
Delhi, 9th February 2009: This year, the prestigious EDGE Education Personality award was conferred upon Dr. Montek Singh Ahluwalia, Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission at the EDGE forum that was held at India Habitat Centre from today to the 11th February, 2009.  For the first time, a Young EDGE Education Award, which recognizes eminent and accomplished individuals in the field of education, was conferred upon Dr. Vidya Yeravdekar, Principal Director, Symbiosis Society. 

During the special Award Night, Padma awardees who have made a significant contribution to the field of education were also felicitated. The Awards function took place after the formal inauguration of the EDGE 2009 Conference by Mrs. Sheila Dikshit, Chief Minister of Delhi. 
EDGE Forum:
The EDGE Forum was constituted under the leadership of Dr. K. Kasturirangan, Former Chairman, ISRO and presently Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha) & Director, NIAS. Several leading Indian and International Progressive Institutions and Universities came together particularly to address the questions of improving the quality of Higher Education in several dimensions like education governance, human resource, cutting-edge technologies, and above all best practices. EDGE 2008 was the maiden event organized focusing on Internationalisation of Higher Education. The Event brought together about 350 delegates comprising VCs, Deans, Directors, Principals, Registrars, CEOs, CFOs & CIOs of forward looking Institutions as well as representatives of Industries like Finance, IT, Publishing, Policy makers from the Central and State Governments, International Education Missions and Scientific Fraternity.
EDGE Award - Brief Background:
The Indian Higher Education is at cross-roads and globalisation is creating opportunities as well as challenges. For the Indian Education sector to survive and grow, thought leadership, creative capabilities, innovation, value-based management have become key requirements. We need to bring about a paradigm shift in our approach towards addressing all the issues pertaining to quality, access, equity, affordability and transparency. This change is not easy and a few individuals make a lasting contribution in bringing about this transformation. The EDGE Awards are constituted to recognize such individuals.
The EDGE Education Personality Award:
This award is aimed at recognizing individuals who has made a significant impact in one or many ways on the Higher Education sector of India, may it be policy issues, governance, social impact or global relevance. 
The Vision Group for the EDGE Forum, constituted under the chairmanship of Dr. K. Kasturirangan and consisting of luminaries from the field of Education, economics, politics, governance and industry, select the recipient of EDGE Education Personality of the year Award.

The first such award was conferred upon Dr. Sam Pitroda, Chairman, National Knowledge Commission, Government of India for bringing about a paradigm shift in the way we need to address education issues pertaining to excellence, expansion and inclusion.

This year the Vision Group, EDGE Forum has unanimously decided to confer the EDGE Education Personality of the year 2009 Award to Dr. Montek Singh Ahluwalia, Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission, Government of India. 

He was chosen for this award for placing highest priority on education as a centered instrument for achieving rapid and inclusive growth. For the first time, a five year plan presents a comprehensive strategy for strengthening the education sector covering all segments of the education pyramid. At INR 2.70 lakh crore, it constitutes 20% of the Plan, representing a credible progress towards the target of 6% of GDP. The Prime Minister Manmohan Singh has termed the 11th five year plan as "India's educational plan". 

The Young EDGE Education Award for Education Leadership:
This award is aimed at emerging young leaders below 45 years of age who have displayed remarkable potential and made impact through leadership, innovation, technology, pedagogy, advocacy or socially relevant development initiatives.
There are several significant awards for young teachers, scientists, artists, technologists, entrepreneurs and social reformers.  However, it is felt that there is no adequate recognition of young professionals in Higher Education who can be the leaders of tomorrow. Hence, this award is constituted for the first time.
The Search Committee was constituted of young professionals of high repute from the diverse field of education, science and politics. The Search Committee unanimously selected Dr. Vidya Yeravdekar, Principal Director, Symbiosis Society, Pune to receive the first Young EDGE Education Award for Education Leadership. 

Dr Vidya was chosen for her exemplary contribution in internationalisation of Higher Education through her Institution, Symbiosis and  as one of the youngest members of University Grants Commission. She has represented India on many international education forums and can be described as the face of Indian Higher Education. Dr. Vidya, gynecologist and leading practitioner is a second generation professional who transformed Symbiosis as India’s one of the highest ranking University in various streams like management, law, economics and design. She led the conceptualisation and implementation of a new 300 acre campus. Symbiosis, under her leadership is considered as one of the most forward looking Institutions committed to transparent and principled management practices. 
EDGE 2009:
Speaking about EDGE 2009, Dr. Kasturirangan, Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha), Chairman, Vision Group for EDGE and Director, National Institute of Advanced Studies (NIAS), said, “In the current global economic crisis, the challenges of the public and private sectors in education are not only to survive and grow, but more importantly to learn from each other and work towards the larger goal of making India a key player in the field of Higher Education. The focal theme for this year is “Transforming Educational Institutions for Global Opportunities”
The conference will address key issues like Education Governance, academic counseling, Study Abroad Programme to attract international students, vocational education, cutting-edge technologies, and innovative financing models to manage growth and expansion. This is a unique platform where some of the finest international organizations like IIE, AIEA, College Board, U21 Global are participating in the Conference.  International missions of Germany, Australia, Canada, Europe and America are participating along with India’s leading research bodies like DST, CSIR, ICMR and DBT on one platform to explore collaborative initiatives in Research and Higher Education.
EDGE 2009 will also publish 4 unique Research Reports focusing on various streams and key issues pertaining to Education viz, faculty recruitment and training, best practices adopted by Institutions and perspectives on the Business of Education.

EDGE Forum is also conducting 3 Workshops in association with USIEF, The College Board & ISB.

“EDGE 2009 invites the best minds from India and abroad to share their thoughts and experiences. Together we can discuss debate and develop a unified Indian vision to emerge as the Knowledge Capital of the world.” added Dr. Kasturirangan. 

For more information, log on to www.edgeforum.in or email info@edgeforum.in 
Contact:

Aamit Khanna/ Monali Giri

Brand Comm

9910846106/ 9911709012

About EDGE 2009:

EDGE is the collective initiative of prestigious organizations from India and overseas. Vision Group and the Academic Program Committee for EDGE consists of eminent educationists, policy makers, administrators and corporate leaders drive this initiative. The Vision Group is chaired by Dr. K. Kasturirangan, Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha) and Director, NIAS and the Academic Program Committee is chaired by Prof. V.N. Rajasekharan Pillai, Vice Chancellor, IGNOU.

EDGE brings together the Indian and international peers to forge cooperative and collaborative programs to promote knowledge exchange and internationalize education. 
Focal theme: Transforming Educational Institutions for Global Opportunities

1. Pre Conference Workshops focusing on: 
· Building Partnerships between US & Indian Institution of Higher Education - conducted by USIEF with EDGE
· Leadership & Progressive Governance for Educational Institutes - conducted by Indian School of Business, Hyderabad with EDGE
· Academic Counseling for Career Planning - conducted by The College Board, USA with EDGE
2. Conference Tracks:

· Transforming Educational Institutions for Global Opportunities

· Leveraging New Technologies: Transforming Education 

· Study Abroad Programme: Harnessing Opportunities for Indian Educational Institutions

· Innovative Models for Funding Higher Education 

· Presentations on four Research Reports

· How Technology is bringing Paradigm Shift in managing Institutions better
· Vocational Education the Next Revolution  

3. Panel Discussion - ‘What’s stopping us from breaking into the Top League of Global Institutions” & “Collaborative Initiatives in Research & Higher Education”
4. Inaugural Event with Mrs. Sheila Dikshit, Chief Ministier, Delhi,  to be held between 5.30 pm and 6.30 pm on Monday, 9th February 2009 at India Habitat Center, New Delhi
5. Vision Talk, EDGE Education Personality of the Year 2008 Award, Young EDGE Eduation Award and felicitation of Padma Awardees to be held at 7PM on Monday, 9th February 2009 at India Habitat Center, New Delhi

6. Four significant Documents will be released:
· E&Y-EDGE Report - Perspectives on the Business of Education 

· IIE Report - Key Findings from Study Abroad Research

· FEDUNI Faculty Recruitment and Retention Survey Report

· NIAS-EDGE Report -  Transforming Educational Institutions for Global Opportunities
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