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Press Release
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Emerging Directions in Global Education

The launch of EDGE 2009

New Delhi, 17" September 2008: Emerging Directions in Global Education (EDGE), a group of
organizations from India and abroad, came together last year to provide a platform for academia and
education field experts to interact and find solutions to the challenges faced by the higher education field
in the country. On the backdrop of the enormous success of "EDGE 2008”, a formal launch was held here
today to announce EDGE 2009, which will be held in the capital city in February 2009.

The maiden version of EDGE organized in March 2008 in New Delhi, India became the cornerstone for
India's Higher Education Segment. For the first time ever, prestigious organizations from India and
abroad came together to conceptualize an international event that addressed and discussed critical
topicsin Education.

Over 40 experts and 350 delegates from India and abroad, representing the Academia, Government and
the emerging higher education field, participated in the conference last year. The conference, workshops
and Round Table Discussion witnessed a healthy debate and exchange of views by leading personalities,
professionals and delegates aided by intensive Q & A sessions. The delegates got an opportunity to
interact with representatives from USA, UK, Germany, China and Australia.

Speaking about EDGE 2009, Dr. Kasturirangan, Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha), Chairman, Vision
Group for EDGE and Director, National Institute of Advanced Studies (NIAS), said, “As globalization has
touched all facets of our life; the vital need of today for the Education Sector is to adapt to the global
forces of 'Change'. Macro forces like globalization, economic changes and knowledge-based economies
are perpetually forcing the Education sector to adapt itself to these changing dynamics. The rapid pace
of change will pose major challenges and also opportunities for the Education sector. The role of
Educational Institutions as resource providers to the emerging knowledge economy has gained added
resonance. So the profile of Higher Education institutions in the country has to transform to keep pace
with the rapidly globalizing world. Hence the Central theme for EDGE 2009 will be “Transforming
Educational Institutions for Global Opportunities — Directions for Higher Education”

“While transforming Educational Institutes for emerging Global opportunities, the educators and
administrators of India will have to increasingly adapt new management tools and techniques to be
future ready. I am sure EDGE 2009 will bring thought leaders from across the continents and create a
virtual roadmap for the Indian Education sector” added Dr. Kasturirangan.

The workshops to be held during EDGE 2009 include one on “Progressive Governance for
Educational Institute” by Indian School of Business and “"Academic Counselling for Career
Planning” conducted by The College Board, USA.




“:ﬁ Education is the most
powerful weapon which you can

: S s ! use to change the world
Emerging Directions in Global Education

-NELSON MANDELA
February 9 - 11, 2009, India Habitat Center, New Delhi, India

Focal theme: Transforming Educational Institutions for Global Opportunities

1. Pre Conference Workshops focusing on:
Progressive Governance for Educational Institutes - conducted by Indian School of
Business
Academic Counseling for Career Planning - conducted by The College Board, USA

2. The Conference topics will address the key areas of education like:

SAP: Harnessing Opportunities for Indian Educational Institutions
Innovative Models for funding Higher Education

Case Studies on Partnerships

Public Private Partnerships

India Foreign Partnerships

Holistic Approach for developing Higher Education Infrastructure
Leveraging New Technologies: Transforming Education

3. International Organizations like The College Board, AIEA, IIE, Commonwealth Business School,
USIEF organise workshops and sessions.

4. EDGE Education Personality of the Year 2008 Award and felicitation of Padma Awardees

5. Three significant Documents will be released
EDGE Journal - Inaugural Issue
Coffee Table Book on Higher Education
E &Y - EDGE Report 2009.

6. Inaugural Event to be held between 5.30 pm and 6.30 pm on Monday, 9th February 2009 at
India Habitat Center, New Delhi
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